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Ex-Mutants #5 
"Enter -- The New Humans" 


WARNING!!! - WARNING!!! - WARNING!!! 


This issue takes place after New Humans #1 
and before New Humans #2. 


SRATTEGED ESGTH COMTMLTY 


In this section I will attempt to peice together a working continuity 
list. I will try to update it as I scan and read each issue. What follows 
is what I know so far. 


Solo Ex-Mutants 4 
Ex-Mutants V1 1-4 
New Humans 1 

Ex-Mutants V1 5-6 


I hope you enjoy this book as much as I have! 


KING SPYDER Bae? 


DECEMBER ISTH, 2008 


famazing., 


WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN DAVE LAWRENCE IS SICK AND 
THE TEXT PAGE HAS TO BE WRITTEN TONIGHT? 


or 


WHAT ELSE IS THERE TO TALK ABOUT IN JANUARY, 


Yep, Dave is in bed right now 
trying not to cough up either of his 
lungs, so it fell to me to write this 
text. Me, the Art Director. 
Everybody knows artists can’t 
write. If we could write, we 
wouldn't need to draw, eh? 

It merely falls to me to get 
this out of the way before 9:00 
tomorrow morning, so I'll try to 
sound as much like Dave Law- 
rence as possible: 

It’s that particular time of 
year, boys and girls (and those of 
you who still aren't sure). January. 
Christmas is over, the tree is out 
back rotting in the alley waiting for 
the garbagemen, the wrappings 
are stowed away in the closet and 
the gifts are burning merrily in the 
fireplace. 

| hate January. T. S. Eliot 
said “‘April is the cruelest month,” 
but he was obviously out of sync. 

So what do | talk to you all 
about? Lawrence’s present (Il am 
tempted to write ‘‘ever present”’) 
cold that has him flat on his back 
a good eighteen hours out of the 
day? 

Nahh, you don’t care about 
his suffering. 

You probably don’t even care 
about the fact that his car was 
stolen yesterday, obviously by 
someone just chock full of the X - 
mas spirit. 

How about his wretched love 
life? 

Obviously not. 


ANYWAY? 


O.K. You leave me no alter- 
native. Wake the kids and call the 
neighbors. It’s hype time. 

Actually, even though I'm 
employed here and paid to think 
this way, | find some of new titles 
coming out this month pretty inter- 
esting (Can | have my check now, 
Mr. Campiti?). 

Here’s what’s upcoming in 
the next four or five weeks: 

Really! First, there’s the 
premiere of the regular BEAST 
WARRIORS OF SHAOLIN™ 
series. If you haven't already 
checked out the superb graphic 
novel from Pied Piper Press, 
shame, shame, shame! 

Peter Quinones and Glen 
Johnson have crafted a skillful 
melange of myth, magic, and 
martial arts mayhem sure to 
delight seekers of graphic 
enthrallment. 

Next on the solicitation sitting 
here on my desk, | see we have 
the premiere issue of three titles 
that prove the world is not so 
serious as Frank Miller would like 
to make you think. THE GADGIT 
GANG™ is best described as 
“Our Gang meets James Bond.” 
These kids might just save the 
world, if they don’t get grounded. 
Check this one out to see the kind 
of fun comics used to be about. 
It come to us courtesy of writer 
Michael Anthony Carroll and artist 
Marcus Rollie. 


This month features the 


release of AMAZING COMICS 
PREMIERES™ #3, featuring not 
one, but one plus one (that's two 
for those of you who didn’t go to 
college), feature stories. 
Shadowalker™ has art by 
Kevin (Ninja, Reign of the 
Dragonlord) Farrell, and The 
Ghostchasers™ is from David 
Gomien and Charles Walker. 


And of course, EX- 
MUTANTS™ #6, featuring the 
return of Ron Lim. Every Tuesday 
around the office is “‘Ron Day." 
That's when Ron's regular weekly 
package arrives, bearing at least 
seven to ten new pages of art. It 
actually makes it worth getting out 
of bed every Tuesday morning. 

EX-MUTANTS™ #6 also 
features a sneak peek at a biz- 
arre new series Mr. Lawrence 
and | are writing for Wonder 
Color Comics. THE LUNATIC 
FRINGE™ can best be described 
as... indescribable. Sometimes | 
wonder what it’s about, and | co- 
wrote the thing! Art is by John 
Statema and Roy Richardson, 
featuring zip-a-tone by yours truly. 

Next month, one hopes, Law- 
rence will be well enough to write 
this stuff again and | can go back 
to filling in the edges of covers 
that artists turned in with the 
wrong proportions. 

| hate February, too. 

—Scott Rockwell, 
Confused as ever 
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COMIC SHOPS 
BACK HERE IN THIRTY GAYS FOR: 


GODS ANP MEN! 


‘SEND YOUR LETTERS TO: 
2405 WARWOOD AVENUE, WHEELING, WV 26003 


Good evening, and welcome 
to EX-MUTANTS #5. Our subject 
for this month's MUTATED MAIL 
is ‘‘How to fill a two-page letter 
column with hardly any letters at 
all.” But I'll get to that in a minute. 

First, | have some thank yous 
to pass around. This month’s 
issue of EX-MUTANTS, and NEW 
HUMANS #1, were both in big 
trouble and running extremely late 
when the penciller (who shall re- 
main nameless) first turned in his 
pages late, and then sort of fell off 
the face of the earth when they 
were returned to him for some 
corrections. 

Then came two gentlemen to 
the rescue. First, my thanks to 
Shawn Atkinson, who pencilled 
19 pages of this issue in about two 
weeks’ time, and made them look 
good besides. Also, | want to 
thank Gary Washington for per- 
forming a similar save for NEW 
HUMANS #1, 

Next month my life will be 
simpler, because Ron Lim will be 
rejoining me in these pages. 

And now for the letters pages. 
Well, some explanations are in 
order. In the back of EX- 
MUTANTS #2, / wrote a text page 
about, basically, my unwillingness 
to blanderize and sanitize my writ- 
ing to suit the unthinking of all 
ages. As far as I'm concerned, 
we're all grown-ups here, whether 
we happen to be 9 or 90, and 
that’s who I’m going to write for. 

Nice little piece, my friends all 
told me. You'll probably get lots of 
mail. Maybe we would have. Ex- 
cept for one thing. 


We forgot to print our address 
on the letters page, although it did 
appear in the indicia. 

As a result, we have almost no 
mail. 

Oh weil, /’ll just run what lit- 
tle I’ve got. Then, if worst comes 
to worst, maybe I'll just make up 
some letters. 

Or, in the words of Mark 
Evanier, ‘What is mulching?” 


David, 

| agree wholeheartedly with 
you and your views about EX- 
MUTANTS. Most readers in my 
area range from late adolescence 
to their mid-thirties. The general 
manager of my local comic shop 
likes EX-MUTANTS because it 
goes against the standard treat- 
ment of things. | feel it’s time 
somebody saw there's a market 
for comics that are a cut above 
those intended for pre-teens, and 
suitable for anyone with a fair 
intellect. 

In fact, that's why | bought 
EX-MUTANTS #2. 

Aworld without objectionable 
things isn’t real. As you said, the 
Ex-Mutants grew up in a world 
without most of this society’s rules 
and standards. This is a double- 
edged sword. On the one hand, 
they are more free and are not 
pressured to conform and have a 
structured life. On the other hand, 
they have no idea about drugs 
alcohol, responsibility, and other 
things that we learn as we go 
through life. 

It has been my experience 
that the mature people find the 


mature comics. So go on ahead, 
treat us all like mature, intelligent 
folk. We deserve credit for our 
intelligence. 

About the comic itself: | en- 
joyed EX-MUTANTS #1 & #2. | 
can safely say this will be one of 
the best new titles of 1986. 

The only thing | didn’t like 
was Vikki’s vanity. ‘I broke a 
nail!l’”” Come on — what did she 
say when she looked like last 
week’s leftover, ‘Il broke a fang?” 

Are these guys going to doa 
post-nuke tour of the U.S.? One 
would assume that, if people in 
Pennsylvania were nearly normal, 
the further out from the cities you 
went the more normal life would 
become. | also noticed there are 
no animals. Were they totally 
detroyed, or just waiting to pop up 
in a future issue? 

Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

Noel Tominack 

149 E. Jenkins Lane 
Indian Head MD 20640 


“| broke a nail.’ *Sigh* One 
bad joke is going to haunt me for 
the rest of my life. 

Thanks for the letter, Noel, 
especially since it filled up about 
half my letter column. I’m glad to 
know that someone out there 
agrees with me. 

I’ve never really thought of 
comics as being kiddie stuff. 
Maybe because I’ve never thought 
of myself as a kiddie. They're a 
story-telling form, no better or 
worse inherently than any other. 

And they don’t have to be 


childish, either. Will Eisner, Frank 
Miller, Alan Moore, and Howard 
Chaykin have proven that, to 
name a few. 

Now, if only a few more of us 
in this business would learn that. 

As for your questions, | kind 
of figure that some places were 
exposed to more radiation than 
others. Rural areas, away from in- 
dustrial and military sites, would 
probably suffer the least. But 
nowhere is life going to be very 
normal. 

And as you found out last 
issue, there’s at least one cat 
around. 


Dear Ex-Mutant Guys. 

Wow! What a great story! 
What a great comic! 

Let me tell you, EX-MUTANTS 
is the first thing | read when it ar- 
rives — and since | manage a 
comic store | read a lot! 

The characters are believ- 
able, and | like Erin a lot. She has 
to be one of the sexiest female 
characters around! 

You guys pat yourselves on 
the back. You deserve it! 

EX-MUTANTS forever! 

Sincerely, 

Greg Polling 

3121 W. Greenway 
Phoenix AZ 85023 


We're blushing, again. 

Everyone around the office 
agrees with you about Erin, too. 
Scott Rockwell keeps asking Ron 
for a nude pin-up of her. 

So far, Ron’s refused, but 
Scott figures sooner or later he'll 
find Ron’s weakness, Every man 
has a price. 

But actually, what’s really 
pleased me is not that the women 
are sexy — which they definitely 
are — but that we’ve been able to 
make them all strong, independent 
characters. With individual per- 
sonalities, as well. 

And personalitities have been 
hard to come by for women in 
comics. Ask Diana Prince and Sue 
Richards what they’ve gone 
through. 

And next up on American Top 
40, our long distance dedication 
for this week, a letter that made it 
all the way from Singapore ... 


Dear Publisher, 

| have read EX-MUTANTS 
and find it a very good comic. 
Please send me information on 
any of your comics, including 
subscription rates, current 
releases, etc. 

\f possible, send me your 
latest catalogue, or information on 
how | can buy your comics. 
Please tell me how my comics will 
arrive if | subscribe to you and 
whether | can use Visa to 
subscribe instead of check or 
money order. 

Please send me an order 
form, if possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Win Yen 

53 Jalan Sampurna 
Singapore 1026 


Singapore, for crying out 
loud! Does this mean I’m interna- 
tionally famous? 

Unfortunately, we don’t offer 
any subscriptions at this time. But 
as soon as Scott Rockwell gets 
around to telling me how to send 
overseas mail, we'll send you 
some flyers and such. 

Seems like the least we can 
do. 


And as for the rest of you 
campers, well, if Win Yen can 
send mail all the way from 
Singapore, you don’t have and ex- 
cuse. Send letters. Please. Lots of 
them. 


And be sure to join us again 
next month, when the EX- 
MUTANTS awaken to a strange 
new world, where they’ve gone 
from hated outcasts to being wor- 
shipped as gods! ‘'Gods you 
Men’’ is, as usual, brought to you 
by me, Ron Lim, and Tim Dzon. 

And just for the hell of it, 
we’ve got a special back up 
feature, too. A preview of a new, 
full-color super-team series I’m co- 
writing at Wonder Color Comics. 
The Lunatic Fringe is written by 
Scott Rockwell and myself, with 
art by John R. Statema, and | 
guarantee it’s like nothing you’ve 
ever seen before. 

| mean, it’s like nothing lve 
ever seen before, and believe me, 
I’ve been around. 

That’s all for now. Take care, 
and I'll see you next month. 

~— David Lawrence 
East of Eden 
December 3, 1986 
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